
 Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
August 15, 2021 

(440) 331-2405 
MessiahChurchFairview.org 



2 

 

To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated. In our determined care for each other, please follow 
these rules: 
 

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 15, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Come, Let Us Eat,” Setting David Cherwien 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “O Day of Rest and Gladness,” #521 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
All join in singing: 

 
 
P Gracious God,  
C We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his son to die for us and for his 
sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the entire  
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread 
for the life of the world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you 
continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Proverbs 9:1-6 

1Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. 2She has 
slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the 
town, 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense she says, 
5“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 6Lay aside 
immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight. 

”The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  34:9-14 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 
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9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 
  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing. 
10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good. Refrain 
 
11Come, children, and lis- | ten to me; 
  I will teach you reverence | for the LORD. 
12Who among you takes plea- | sure in life 
  and desires long life to en- | joy prosperity? 
13Keep your | tongue from evil 
  and your lips from | lying words. 
14Turn from evil | and do good; 
  seek peace | and pursue it. Refrain 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:15-20 

15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making 
the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to 
the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and 
for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

All Sing Refrain; Cantor sings proper verse; All Sing Refrain 

 
 

Proper Verse:  If we believe and eat this bread, we will have eternal life.  Refrain 
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Gospel John 6:51-58 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life 
of the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man 
give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, 
and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my 
blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 
me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of 
the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated.  
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Praise and Thanksgiving,” #689 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “What Shall I Render to the Lord,” 

Setting. David Cherwien  
 
A Let us pray.  Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 
C You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from 

idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your 
service, and with the Church through all the ages we give thanks 
for the saving love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
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Communion 

 

 

Communion Hymn  “As We Gather at Your Table,” #522 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “On Our Way Rejoicing,” #537 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Psalm 119,” B. Marcelo 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense  #702571-A. 

Kyrie Music © 1990 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik. 

Psalm refrain: Bruce Benstson, reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008  Augsburg Fortress.  

Eat This Bread (Jesus Christ, Bread of Life) Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier. Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc. 

You Are Holy, Text and music: Per Harling, © 1990 Ton Vis Production AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Carl & Linda Herhuth (8:30); Mike Thiel (10) 
 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30); Kaitlyn Carlin (10) 
 

Cantors – Darla Neumann (8:30); Anthony Reed (10) 
 

Organist – Linda Kempke 
 

Deacons – Trish Kvasnicka (8:30); Bob Trapp (10) 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Maria Geier 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• For the Church as it strives to reflect the wisdom of the Gospel 

• For wisdom in our nation as we continue to wrestle with the pandemic 

• For the people of Afghanistan as violence surges 

• For teachers and principals as they prepare for a new school year 

• For hospitals coping with a sudden rise in admissions 

• For people hungry for direction and purpose in their lives 

• For the ill, among them Ed Kirst and  Steve Ruetschi 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Aug. 14—MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, d. 1941, a Franciscan priest who sheltered 
Polish Jews and died in Auschwitz, and KAJ MUNK, d. 1944, a Danish 
Lutheran pastor executed for his outspoken critique of the Nazi 
occupation. 
Aug. 15—MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD,  the all-time model believer of 
whom the angel said “All nations will call you blessed.”   
Aug. 20—BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX, d. 1183, founder of a famous 
monastery in the French Alps and perhaps the greatest spiritual writer of 
the Middle Ages. 
 

August 22 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-21, 14-18, Psalm 34:15-22, Ephesians 6:10-20, John 6:56-69 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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